IFAC ’96 ON CD–ROM

by Prof. Janos Gertler (USA)*

[We include here a major portion of an article from the newsletter of the International Federation of Automatic Control (IFAC), a sister federation of IFIP, also located in Laxenburg. The topic may be of interest to the IFIP community. — Editor]

T^{he idea of putting the material of}

IFAC Congresses and Symposia on CD–ROMs, instead of paper, first came up in 1991. Subsequently, the National Organizing Committee of the 1996 San Francisco IFAC Congress gave the matter some serious consideration — and concluded that, by then, the time might be ripe for this innovation.…

Our friends at Elsevier [the IFAC publisher] were kept informed during the whole process and were invited at an early stage to participate. After some initial

* Publications Manager, IFAC ’96

hesitation, they became enthusiastic supporters of the idea, and are now ready to actually prepare and market the CD–ROMs.

As a result of all these discussions, the following arrangements are now in place for the 1996 Congress. The full material of the Congress, estimated at about 9600 pages, will be placed on CD–ROMs. The disks will be prepared from the usual camera-ready manuscripts by optical scanning. They will contain the table of contents, authors’ index, and subject (keyword) index and will be readable under DOS and UNIX operating systems. Each participant of the Congress will receive a copy as part of the registration package. Copies provided to the Congress participants will carry single-user licenses. The same CD–ROMs will be marketed by Elsevier after the Congress and carry library (multiple-user) licenses.

The full material will also be printed in the usual way from camera-ready manuscripts. The printed papers will be arranged in about 17 “subject volumes,” each volume containing a thematicallycoherent part of the material. Congress participants will receive, as part of their registration package, two volumes of their choice, and may purchase additional volumes for extra payment. Volume choices made at preregistration will be guaranteed, while on-the-spot selections will be satisfied as long as the stocks permit. In addition to the subject volumes, every participant will receive a Plenary and Index volume, which will also contain instructions concerning the use of the compact disks.

The organizers and the publisher do hope that the significant extra effort needed to implement this scheme will pay off, in terms of the satisfaction of the Congress participants and of the entire controlengineering community. They also trust that what is an experiment today will prove to be the wave of the future.

SEC 95 continued from page 1

the majority of which were very well received. The good balance between commercial and academic papers was especially noted by the delegates. (Unfortunately, 3 papers had to be canceled because the authors did not attend.)

The six invited speakers were Mr. Bill Murray (USA), Mr. Don Parker (USA), Prof. Sead Muftic (S), Prof. Kurt Bauknecht (CH), Prof. Lance Hoffman (USA),�and Dr. Fred Cohen (USA). The invited talks were very well received, providing real food for thought. Mr. Murray, for example, indicated that engineers build bridges and buildings only after they clearly understand their technologies and materials, and are sure that their construction will last. The question was whether the IT (information technology) discipline, especially the information security discipline, is always as sure about the systems it is constructing. Dr. Cohen reiterated this question by referring to the dependence of large power-generating plants and other infrastructure systems on IT. Mr. Parker, in his talk about ways to avoid information anarchy, also touched on this issue. Another issue was security in open systems, and the talk by Prof. Muftic clearly illustrated the potential problems, but also provided some solutions. Cryptographic policy issues were addressed by Prof. Hoffman. TC11 established a task force to compile a list of encryption policies in different countries.

Some other issues were also prevalent at the conference. One was the aspect of internal controls in IT systems, and their relation to information security. A task force was set up by TC11 to report on this matter. TC11 also established a task force to report on standardization issues.

A first for this conference was the Swedish track. On the Thursday of the conference, a separate, dedicated, parallel track was scheduled, consisting only of papers by Swedish authors, providing a comprehensive overview of the research and development in Sweden in the area of information security.

In general, the technical part of IFIP/Sec 95 was very successful, providing a real state of the art presentation and evaluation of information security on the international scene. Prof. Basie von Solms (ZA) was General Chair of the conference, and Prof. Jan Eloff (ZA) was Chair of the International Program Committee. These two were also joint Chairs of the Organizing Committee. The full proceedings of the conference are now available from the IFIP publisher, Chapman & Hall.

During the official conference banquet, with a true African theme and live African music, the Kristian Beckman Award, in memory of the first chairman of TC11, was awarded to Mr. Per Hoving (S). This Award is made annually by TC11 to a person who has made an international contribution to information security.

For all those who could have attended IFIP/Sec 95, and who did not: You missed a great conference!!! Do not make the same mistake next year. IFIP/Sec 96 takes place 21–24 May 1996 on the Greek Island of Samos. For more information, please contact the IFIP/Sec 96 Secretariat:

fax: +30 1 364 5154 e-mail: sec96@aegean.ariadne-t.gr.

IFIP/Sec 97 is scheduled for Denmark, and IFIP/Sec 98 for Austria/Hungary.

TC11 also held its annual meeting just before the conference. The meeting was attended by delegates from 22 countries — the most in a long time. A strategic policy-direction document for TC11 was accepted at the meeting, and a number of task forces were established to investigate and report on various issues. Working Groups also submitted their future plans. At the meeting, Prof. von Solms was elected Chairman of TC11 until 1998, and Prof. Reinhard Posch (A) was elected Vice-Chairman for the same term.

For more information about TC11 and its Working Groups, please contact the Secretary, Dave Batchelor, at

e-mail: 72607.744@compuserve.com